Galatians Overview
What is the gospel? Who is it for?
Take 30 seconds and answer that question?
I don’t know what you came up with… I don’t know who you thought it was for… but maybe you thought something like this…
The Gospel is literally the good news that Jesus Christ came to save sinners. That is to say, that we as a people are more wicked then we can know, there is not one part of our lives that are not impacted by sin. Whilst at the same time, more loved than we can dream. That God in his very being did not look upon our state and think not worth it, but rather, in his compassion, acted.
The Gospel is Jesus taking my place.
The gospel is Jesus taking my sin and the Father’s Wrath.
The Gospel is Jesus giving me his record, his righteousness.
The Gospel means we are not simply free, we are adopted.
The gospel means it has been done and we do not have to do.
The gospel is for all.
That is the message of Galatians, The gospel is not a message that is just the ‘way in’ to the Kingdom, the gospel is how we live today.
So as we go on this journey together, the invitation is to accept this news and live it.
With all that in mind, let’s pray as we dive in.

PRAY

Before we pull out some big ideas, let’s just remind ourselves of why Paul wrote letters…
When you read the story of Acts, you see how the good news of Jesus spread…
People put their trust in Jesus, experienced persecution, moved on and as they went told more people.
We read in Acts 8:1-4… [Read]
Then we read Acts 11:19-21 [Read]
The gospel is growing.
By the time we get to Acts 13, Paul sets off on what is known as his first missionary journey.
In other words, going to these places to establish the church and help others to know Jesus.
But he couldn’t stay in these places for long either because the Lord was calling him on, or in most cases he was forced out due to persecution and uprising (which was also used by the Sovereign hand of the Lord).
So, he would then write letters to these churches to help them and deal with the issues they were facing.
What was the problem in Galatia? 
(Remember Galatia is an area rather than a specific place, the area was called Galatia because it derived from the Gauls who lived there).
But as you may have picked up from that reading in Acts 11… there was a divide emerging.
The Gospel message came first and foremost to the Jews, again, remember, when you hear Jew do not think religion, but culturally people group.
The message came to the people who have the Old testament scriptures and the practices which were meant to help others understand this message.
But it also came to those who were gentiles, non-Jews. And they in turn started to come to faith. And so these two groups were emerging in the church… Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians.
But more than that… there is a group of Jewish Christians, who we will call the Judaizers who are basically saying… great you’ve got Jesus… but to be a proper Christian you have also got to follow the Jewish law…
The gospel is not repent and believe… its repent, believe plus do…

This Afternoon, we are going to do something slightly different… hopefully you were given a handout when you came in with lots of different Bible verses… have a read of them and summarise it in your own words…

If I had to come up with a summary I think its this…
We are saved brought into God’s kingdom by faith alone in Christ, so keep living like that. By Grace alone.
Why does that matter?
Let me give you three reasons…

First, defence of the true gospel…
The invitation to all is come to Jesus… come without cost and eat and drink. The gospel is not a list of things to do it is a declaration of what Christ has done.
If we allow any sense that the gospel is Jesus plus, then we have missed the point.
But more than that, we are adding a burden to ourselves that Jesus has come to free us from.
Let me put it this way…
God does not love you any more because you have a quiet time.
God does not love you any more because you come to church.
God does not love you any more because of what you do.
He loves you, because he set his love upon you, and gave his Son for you and adopted you into his family.
His Grace is enough.

Secondly, it matters because the gospel creates a new community.
When we get to Galatians 3:28 we will read…
 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
The gospel brings complete unity to all because we all have received the same spirit.
The gospel is the most radical form of inclusion… it doesn’t mean their aren’t differences, but rather there is complete equality.
The gospel destroys division.
When we get there we will see very clearly that Paul is not saying all are right, far from it, it is not about unity despite division, rather it is saying, that if we hold onto the gospel as we ought, then unity will follow… a lack of unity is usually a sign that some may have let go of the gospel.

Lastly, holding onto the gospel leads to a life transformed by the spirit.
I said earlier that God does not love you because you have a quiet time… but if we love the Lord surely we would want to know him more.
I said earlier that God does not love you because you come to church… but surely having been changed we would want to join with his people.
I said earlier that God does not love you because of what you do, but yet if we love the Lord and are being conformed into his image then that will impact what we do.
The gospel is not about saying you need to change to come… but the gospel does say, having been loved and brought into the family you will be changed.

So I hope that you are excited by our journey together over these coming weeks and that we will see the centrality of the gospel…
We will see that we are made right with God not through following any man made rules but faith. And then enjoy the true freedom that brings.
We will see that because of that gospel God makes A people for himself who are untied closer than blood.
And we will see that walking in this Spirit driven path leads to true life and fullness.

Let’s pray.
Overview of Galatians
Galatians 1:6–7
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel – 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.




Galatians 1:11–12
11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.




Galatians 2:11–13, 16
11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.
16 know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.




Galatians 3:1–2
3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard?


Galatians 5:1–2
5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.




Galatians 5:16–17
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.




Galatians 6:15–16
 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule – to the Israel of God.
s



From these passages I think the BIG idea of Galatians is…


