
 
Sunday 22nd   
From 6pm on Sunday, Rooted our group for school 
years 9-13 (14-18 years old) meet in the church hall. 
Young people love to spend time together and 
enjoy lively discussion. They begin with a meal then 
they look at Biblical topics and play games. Pray 
that their understanding of the scriptures will 
expand and that good and lasting friendships will 
be formed.  
Monday 23rd   
For many of us, our homegroup is vitally important. 
Week by week, we welcome the opportunity to 
explore the Bible and ask questions within a small 
group. If you belong to a homegroup, pray for God’s 
blessing on the others and especially your leaders 
who give of themselves so selflessly. If you’re not in 
a group, why not ask the Lord if you should join one.  
Tuesday 24th   
Nearly everyone is feeling the pinch these days. 
Nicky Hockham from Family Support Work (FSW) 
asks us to pray for a new initiative in East Preston 
and Angmering. She’s also hoping that new 
volunteers will come forward at the meeting in 
January – can you answer the call?  
Wednesday 25th      
The Hope Explored course looks at ‘purpose’ 
tonight. We all want to live a life  
full of purpose and meaning. Ask God to reveal 
himself to all those attending the meeting, that they 
can step into the wonderful future He has planned 
for them.  
Thursday 26th   
What could be nicer than to begin 
an evening with a delicious candle 
lit meal giving two people time and 
space to chat. This is exactly what 
will happen as The Marriage Course 
begins this evening. Pray that those 
who are finding marriage difficult or 
are struggling in their relationship, 
will find help in this relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere.  
Friday 27th  
Think of the people struggling with the cost of 
living right now. Food, energy and the basics of life 

have all rocketed in price. Some may have put 
themselves into further debt over the Christmas 
period. January is said to be the month when many 
people slip into despair. Pray for the mental health of 
our nation, but most of all, pray that people will seek 
help from Christians against poverty (CAP), who are 
skilled in helping people in debt. Psalm 43v.5 
Saturday 28th  
With a full programme, The 
Vine meets today. With talks 
such as walking with suffering, walking with the Lord, 
walking as parents and walking in the workplace, it 
promises to be challenging and informative. Ask that 
each participant will go home with a clearer idea of 
God’s purpose for her life and the passion to fulfil it. 
Sunday 29th    
What would church be like without worship singing? 
Spend a little time today thanking God for those who 
give of their time to lead us in song week by week. 
You may not remember everybody straight away, so 
ask the Holy Spirit to help you recall each one 
throughout the day.   
Monday 30th  
Thank God for the dedication and 
commitment of the members of the 
PCC as they meet tonight. As we all 
pass through the cost of living crisis, 
ask the Lord to help them as they 
make difficult decisions and that 
they can find creative ways to 
maintain the mission of the church.  
Tuesday 31st    
Many regular listeners to FEBA’s Udaan ('Fly High') 
radio project have seen their livelihoods severely 
affected as a result of widespread flooding in the 
eastern region of India. Pray that they would find the 
strength and the resources they need to rebuild their 
lives. May they find comfort, camaraderie and practical 
advice and support from fellow listeners as they share 
their challenges on air and in listener groups. 

Sunday 1st  
As we begin a new year, what better way to 
start than to use an age old prayer by The 
Venerable Bede 672-735. ‘O Christ, our 
Morning Star, Splendour of Light Eternal 
shining with the glory of the rainbow come 
and waken us from the greyness of our 
apathy and renew in us your gift of hope. 
Amen.’  
Monday 2nd  
Bring before God, those people who came 
to St Margaret’s over the Christmas period. 
Ask that the Word they heard will become 
seed in their hearts and that it will blossom 
into a real and vibrant faith.   
Tuesday 3rd  
When we’re young, our peer group can 
have a huge influence on us. Remember the 
children of our fellowship as they begin 
their new school term. Pray that they will 
settle back into school routine well and that 
their friendships will be positive, edifying 
and full of wholesome encouragement.    
Wednesday 4th  
The first 2023 Creating Company Craft 
afternoon begins today. If you’re a 
seamstress like Dorcas or a tent maker like 
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… forgetting what is behind and straining 
towards what is ahead, I press on 
towards the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.           Philippians 3:13-14 

It would be helpful if requests for inclusion in the January diary 
could be sent to Sara in the Church Office by January 16th  

saraspencer@stmargaretsangmering.church 



Paul this meeting is open to both men and women 
who enjoy making things. Pray that new skills can be 
learned and old skills shared in the bond of 
friendship.  
Also: the power-house of the church 
meets this evening as we gather for the 
Prayer Meeting. Ask for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance and the presence of Jesus as 
we pray, ‘Our Father, Thy kingdom come 
on earth, as it is in heaven.’   
Thursday 5th   
In the parable of the sower, the hardworking farmer 
looks for a good crop. Helen Sheridan in Castlebar 
asks that we pray for lasting fruit from their weekly 
Bible studies and the children's Bible Club while 
Alison and Paul in Burundi ask us to pray for fruit 
from the December mission training sessions. Let’s 
believe for a crop which is 100 times more than was 
sown.  
Friday 6th    

The cleaning team and 
the flower arrangers will 
gather today to make 
everything ready for the 
services at the weekend. 
Ask that they will 
rediscover their love for 
the work they do and that 
they will feel the smile of His 
good Pleasure when the job is 
done.  

Saturday 7th   
Ben has a training day to mark the start of the last 
part of his curacy. Please pray that after the business 
of the season and family commitments he will be 
focussed and ready to go.   
Sunday 8th   
Today there is an extra service at 11.30. How blessed 
we are that our team leadership goes that extra mile 
to make sure that everybody feels included in 
worship. Ask the Lord that His presence will be felt 
during all the services today.  
Monday  9th   
The big news this year is that Mark is going on a 
Sabbatical. Today the staff and wardens meet to 

make some important decisions. Pray that everything 
goes seamlessly and that Mark will feel relaxed and 
happy that the church is in good hands and will 
function well during his time away.  
Tuesday 10th  
It’s always sad to say a final goodbye. Remember the 
family and friends of Brian Herbert as they gather to 
say their farewell today. As they mourn their loss, 
may they meet with the God of all comfort and grace.   
Wednesday 11th   
If someone is without hope, life can be very difficult. 
Tonight a group of people will gather for the Hope 
Explored meeting. Ask God that they will fully grasp 
that Christianity is about real hope, one which will not 
disappoint; an all-round hope encompassing past, 
present and future.   
Thursday 12th   
Bereavement can be such a lonely time. This morning 
there is an opportunity for those who have lost a 
loved one to meet for coffee and a chat. Pray that 
they will find peace in the love of Christ and the 
ability to readjust to a new way of living. 
Friday 13th  
Without meaning to be thoughtless or unkind, it’s 
easy to take people for granted. The folks in the office 
are at the end of the phone, always cheerful and 
keen to help. Why not spend some time today asking 
God to bless them.   
Saturday 14th  
FEBA and MAF depend on an amazing team of 
volunteers and co-ordinators to stay on air. Pray for 
these selfless people who freely give many hours of 
their time and skills to this ministry. Ask God for good 
health, protection and that He will supply all their 
needs, especially in these uncertain times.  
Philippians 4:19 
Sunday 15th   
Some people are unable to come to church without 
the help of another person giving them a lift. This is a 
real act of worship in itself. Thank God for these 
dedicated folk who offer their cars and their time 
week by week in the service of others. What a 
blessing they are.  
Monday 16th 
During school term time the Adventurer’s meet with 
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their leader Chris Wilson in the church hall on 
Tuesday evenings. They enjoy a mixture of games, 
challenges, activities and Bible input. Anyone aged 5-
8 years old is welcome to come so why not ask God 
to send new children along, and take the opportunity 
to pray for Chris as he prepares the session 
tomorrow.  
Tuesday 17th   

Mum’s Bible Study meets today. This outreach offers 
an opportunity for mums to meet together to study 
the scriptures. Pray for Susan Standen who leads the 
group and that the attendees will not be too 
distracted by their babies to take in the message.  
Wednesday 18th    
The people of Evergreen meet today. For some, 
especially those who live alone, it could be the only 
contact they have with others. Older people value 
friendship above all else. Ask the Lord that by the 
time they leave, they will have discovered ‘the friend 
who sticks closer than a brother’ Proverbs 18v.24 
Hope Explored continues this evening and the 
subject for tonight’s talk is ‘peace’. May they find 
peace with God.  
Thursday 19th  

St Margaret’s Knitters meet this afternoon. They have 
been making warm hats and gloves for local people 
struggling with the cost of living crisis. Ask the Lord 
to open up new contacts for them and pray that 
those who struggle will find the help they need.  
Friday  20th   
Church is open to the whole community and 
sometimes people who would never normally come 
through the doors ask to have space for a family 
occasion in St Margaret’s. It may be for infant 
baptism, a wedding or, more sadly, a funeral. Pray 
that their experience might lead to something much 
deeper and that it marks the moment when they met 
with Jesus. 
Saturday 21st   
Umm, if you’re passing the kitchen today that 
delicious smell is because there is a Men’s breakfast. 
We know they’ll enjoy a bacon sarnie but most of all 
let’s pray that they will enjoy the presence of the 
Lord. Ask Him to bond them together as brothers in 
Christ and as true friends.   


