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Synopsis
Is it really all about marriage in heaven?
Things are not always what they seem

Marriage in heaven …
Sadducees game plan – trip Jesus up
Jesus’ response a direct one – Resurrection vs Earthly life.

Resurrection
This is the tweak in the tail for the Sadducees – wrong on their lack of belief in resurrection.
Exodus 3:6, John 11:25-26 (both quoted in the sermon), 
Key point like the Sadducees challenge from Jesus – “where is our focus”?

Son of David ..
And just to finish Jesus uses Psalm 110 to point out that they are mistaken on the identity of the Messiah – not only son of David but Son of God. Points back to the whole earlier (in Luke 20) question of his authority and where it comes from.



For Home Group Studies: Luke 20:27-44

In this passage Jesus addresses some of the big questions that many today struggle with or raise when we are sharing our faith with them. 
Can people really be raised for the dead? 
What will we be like in heaven? 
Who is Jesus the Messiah? 

From the previous two sections of Luke 20, we have seen the challenge to Jesus’ authority, the attempt to catch him on taxes – paying taxes to the Roman Emperor and accept this earthly authority? Jesus’ answers in both cases, you will recall, gave them no wriggle room and infuriated them. Luke 20:19.

Read Luke 20:27-33

The base of this is what is called Levirate marriage, a standard question that was used to undermine the possibility of resurrection. At first glance a good question, to the unsuspecting. Based on Mosaic law and the knowledge many of the time would have had of the Hebrew scriptures. It is worth remembering that the Sadducees were not believers in resurrection or Angels and focused on worldly wealth, power and position.

You might want to have a look at one or more of these scriptures to give some context here:

Deut 25:5, Ruth 4:1-12; Gen 38:8,

Discuss: Why this “levirate” marriage was important to them?
(Deut 25:5-10)

From his answer we can see that Jesus was well aware of their intent and what was afoot with the question. So, he answered it in 3 parts.

1 - Marriage in Heaven

Jesus made it clear that there was no need for marriage in heaven. Earthly marriage at the time and to a lesser degree in our society today, was about security, raising families and providing a future for the family line. But in heaven none of these things would be needed, since there would be no illness or death. Thus, no need for marriage, having children and so inheriting or passing on the family name and possessions. Jesus is clear on this in Luke 20:36

Question: What did / do you expect in heaven? Will we recognise each other? Were you expecting to carry on relationships as here in this earthly life? How do we feel about this?

Read 1Corinthians 15:35-49


2 – Resurrection

The Sadducees did not believe that there was a resurrection (Luke 20:27). One commentator described them as committed materialists. Focused on the here and now and so wealth, power, position. Jesus made it clear using scripture that they fully accepted.

Discuss: Where is our focus today (today / tomorrow / heaven) and how does that affect how we live?

Jesus made it clear that there is resurrection and he would be / is now the source of that possibility for all. He showed that God is the God of the living not the dead using scripture that they accepted and thought that they understood. He also brought in the fact that those worthy to be part of the in the age to come, would be a part of that resurrection to eternal ;life.

(Exo 3:5) "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground."
(Exo 3:6) Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

(Joh 11:25)  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;
(Joh 11:26)  and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

Question: What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “But those who are considered worthy of taking part …” Luke 20:35-36?

It speaks to some big issues, that many wrestle with, who is worthy, what about those who don’t accept Jesus? 

Discuss: Are all worthy or only some?
(John 3:16-18, Luke 13:22-30)

3 – Who is the Messiah?
Here Jesus challenged their understanding of who the Messiah was and where his authority came from by giving them a conundrum and quoting a well-known Psalm, 110 – you might find it useful to read Psalm 110:1-4 and the normal phrase regarding Messiah the “Son of David”.
How can the greatest King of the Israelite nation, call his descendant, the Messiah, Lord! One who is from his line and yet is Lord over him, sitting at God’s right hand in heaven. (Psalm 110:4). The melding of Earthly and spiritual power – A King (son of David), Priest (of the order of Melchizedek) and at God’s right hand – Authority from God.

Question If Jesus’ authority is from God, what does it mean for the Sadducees to ignore him?

The Sadducees are the fall guys in this series of passages, but I think the problem was a lot deeper than simply misunderstanding scripture. God told Ezekiel of the real heart of the problem of his people that may well have been reflected by the Sadducees and even to a large extent in our own society.

(Eze 14:1)  Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me.
(Eze 14:2)  Then the word of the LORD came to me:
(Eze 14:3)  "Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I let them inquire of me at all?

Throughout scripture we find that people develop their own priorities and sets of what is important, what god’s in life they will follow.

Prayer & Reflection: Spend a little time in quiet reflection, ask yourselves are we in any way like this, have we like the Sadducees, set up god’s in our hearts?

You may find Psalm 139 helpful in this 
Psa 139:23  Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
Psa 139:24  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

