James 3:1-12 – Home Group Questions
Introduction
What's the funniest or most embarrassing thing you've ever said by accident?
Can you remember a sentence someone said to you years ago that has stayed with you? Why do you think it stuck? 

Read James 3:1-12 together.
Why do you think James begins with a warning specifically aimed at teachers and leaders (v1)?
What do the illustrations of the horse's bit, the rudder, and the forest fire teach us about the tongue?
Which image in the passage stands out most to you, and why?
According to James, what makes the tongue so difficult to control?
In verses 9-12, what is the contradiction James is highlighting?
Jesus says, "the mouth speaks what the heart is full of." Where do you see that truth in your own life?
Are there any situations, people, or circumstances that make it harder for you to control your speech?
Why do you think words spoken by those closest to us often affect us most deeply? Why do we often give them our worst?
Controlling our tongue is not merely about trying harder but about living out our union with Christ. How is that different from simple self-improvement? Why is grace essential if we are going to change the way we speak?
Which of the practical suggestions was most helpful to you? Are there any others?
1. Remember your identity in Christ.
2. Recognise your danger points (hungry, angry, tired, lonely, stressed, etc.).
3. Assume the best of others.
4. Saturate your mind with Scripture.
How does remembering the gospel ("while we were still sinners, Christ died for us") affect the way we speak to people who frustrate us?
Finish by inviting each person to answer one of these silently:
· Where do I most need God's help with my words this week?
· Who do I need to encourage with my words this week?
· Is there anyone I need to apologise to for something I've said?

Then pray that God would make your words increasingly reflect the "word of truth" by which he has saved you. 
