Questions on James 2vv14-26
‘Faith and deeds’
Getting going
1. How good are you at working out whether something / someone is fake or genuine? 
2. Had you ever thought of some Churchgoers being fake or genuine Christians?
3. Why do you James thinks it’s important to know that they are the ‘real deal’ as Christians (see Chapter 2v14)
Into the text
James gives us 2 examples of fake faith in vv15- 19 and then 2 examples of genuine faith in vv20-26. Think about each example carefully…
4. Why are the warm words of the person in vv15-16 useless both to the poor person he’s speaking to, and to himself? What principle does James draw from this example? (v17) Can you think of times when there’s been a gap between your faith and deeds?
5. Why is James not content with some people having ‘faith’ and others ‘deeds’?  Why are the demons in Hell a striking example of ‘faith without deeds’? (v19) . See another example of demons believing but not obeying in the ministry of Jesus (Mark 1vv21-28)….
6. How is this a warning to people who are happy to sing God’s praises and say the Creed , Sunday by Sunday, but don’t live out their faith Monday to Saturday?
7. Think of the example of Abraham in verses 20-24 (Background is Genesis 15v16 and 22vv1-18). What lesson does James draw from Abraham’s obedience (see key verse 22)?
8. Look at v24. How does this follow from what James has been saying so far about faith and deeds? How do you reconcile this with teachings of Paul that salvation  is entirely by faith not works (eg Galatians 2v15- 16)? See a wonderful balance between faith and works in Paul’s writings – Ephesians 2vv8-10. 
9. Do you know the story of Rahab? If not, read Joshua 2. How does she teach the same lesson as Abraham? (see v26) 
Think it through…
James wants us not to be deceived about something as important as true faith, since only this sort of faith will save us. 
Take time to think whether your faith shows itself in the way you actually live it out. 
We’re not ever going to be perfect this side of the grave, but we are called to demonstrate in our lives what we think in our heads and say with our lips. 
10. Is there a consistency between your faith and deeds? 
There may be a call to some of us to take action. There will certainly a call to pray
