‘Pure Joy’
Questions for Homegroups on James 1vv1-12

Getting started
1) What sort of things tends to bring you joy?
2) What does James encourage Christians to consider as ‘pure joy’ in v2?
3) How much of a surprise is this to you? How have you tended to view ‘trials’ in the past?

Into the text
4) What is the reason James gives in vv3-4 for the positive way we are to see ‘trials’?
5) Can you share any examples of trials being used to strengthen your faith, personally?
6) How easy is it - in the midst of a painful experience - to see trials in this positive way? Do you think that’s why James encourages us to pray for ‘wisdom’ in v5? Is that how you’ve responded to trials in the past?
7) What encouragements about God does James give us in v5 to motivate us to prayer?
8) What attitude in prayer is James warning us about in vv6-8? 
9) Why do you think in a passage on trials, James turns in vv9-11 to advice on poverty and riches? What does he have to say to Christians who are poor and Christians who are rich?
10) What does James want us to do whenever we experience trials (v12) and what glorious prospect does he hold before us?  

Getting personal
11) If you are currently going through ‘deep waters’, what is the main thing that God is saying to you through James?
12) If you are aware of fellow Christians who are experiencing intense trials at the moment, how can you encourage them from this passage?
13) How can you store the truths of this passage up so that you know how to react when you face trials in the future?
14) Maybe finish your time by praying for one another along the lines of v12….
