Home Group Notes – 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

Introduction:
Can you think of any memorable (for whatever reason) encounters you have had with people?

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

We’ve read the whole chapter, but tonight we are going to focus on just the last four verses.

Hear his voice (13a)
Why is Paul thanking God? (v13)

Who is the ‘us’ talking about? (see 1:1)

Paul tells the Thessalonians that even though they heard human words, they accepted them as God’s Word. They did this because they were preaching about the gospel to them.

How does this shape the way we hear sermons today? Have you thought about that? Are you more likely to be critical or generous of the sermon? What do you think you might need to change in response to this?

The Word does the Work (13b)
What does Paul say about what is at work in them?

If God’s word does the work, how might that impact:
a.) How we listen on a Sunday
b.) How we listen at Small Group
c.) How we listen when we read the Bible

You may like to share with the group the people you thought of and may like to pray for. Indeed, why not stop your session and spend time praying for them right now.

See how you’ve changed (14-16)
What encouragement does Paul give to the Thessalonians?

Paul then simply describes how the Jews have treated Jesus, the Prophets and even him. It is not him being anti-semitic (see Romans 9:1-4 for how he really feels).

In what ways have you changed since being a Christian? (If you are a group who has know each other a while you could share encouragements of how others in the group have grown).

What is the big challenge to you from this passage? What will you do about it?

Pray in light of what you’ve considered.
